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Rapid Development of a Fibrosarcoma of the Tonsil. —At a meeting 
of the Chicago Laryngologicnl and Climatological Association, April 21, 
1902 (Journal of the American Medical Association, May 24, 1902), Dr. 
Charles M. Robertson narrated the case of a farmer, aged sixty-two 
years, who acquired an extensive fibrosarcoma of the tonsil and soft palate, 
which began in a small swelling above the left tonsil a few days after that 
organ had been pricked with a straw in use for picking the teeth. By the 
end of eight weeks it had developed into a large tumor occupying the left 
palatal arch, well down to its base, involving the tonsil and the side of the 
pharynx as far as the epiglottis, and up behind the edge of the hard palate 
as far as the left Eustachian tube. It extended forward into the mouth to 
within one inch of the incisor teeth. The following week the growth was 
removed under chloroform amesthesia, and was found to be encapsulated. 
Twenty months had passed without recurrence. 

(Edematous Laryngitis.—D r. F. E. Ross, of Erie, Pa., reports the fol¬ 
lowing case (American Medicine, May 24, 1902) in an habitual drunkard, 
aged forty-three years, complaining in great distress of inability to talk or 
swallow, found to be due to mi ccdematous uvula as large as a man’s thumb, 
and which was relieved by scarification. Three hours later Dr. Ross was 
summoned to a saloon, where he found the same man suffering with intense 
dyspnoea, for which he opened the trachea with a tenotome from his pocket 
case, and kept the wound patulous with a pair of uterine forceps. The 
patient was taken to a hospital and a tracheal tube inserted. Although the 
dyspnoea was relieved, the oedema progressed so that by the evening of the 
first day the whole anterior and lateral cervical regions were enormously 
distended, the effusion extending down over the clavicles on to the chest. At 
the end of the first day it began to subside, and on the third day the tube could 
be removed. The patient left the hospital upon the eleventh day. As to 
etiology, the oedema was believed to be of nephritic origin. 

Adenoma of the Nose, with Incipient Sarcomatous Metamorphosis: 
Removal by External Access— Dr. Esiil Mayer, of New York, reports 
{American Medicine, August 2,1902) a case of an Irishman, aged sixty-eight 
years, who had suffered for twenty years, subsequent to a kick from a horse, 
depressing his nose and producing obstruction to his breathing. During the 
six years previous to his being sent to Dr. Mayer his physician had removed 
numbers of polypi, with some relief; but during the last year the character 
of the growth had so changed that he suspected sarcoma and advised radical 



LARYNGOLOGY. 


177 


procedure. Dr. Mayer found the left side of the nose deformed, with a 
large tumor on the left occluding both nasal passages. The entire hard 
palate was depressed and the presenting tumor soft and yielding, the growth 
extending into the posterior nares, and the slightest touch produced hemor¬ 
rhage. 

The nose was cut through on the left and drawn aside with retractors, 
revealing an immense growth, which was thoroughly evulsed with forceps 
and curette. “ It was found that the whole moss had originated from the 
left middle turbinated bone, and this place was thoroughly cauterized. 
There was entire absence of the vomer, the nasal bones on the left, and of 
most of the superior maxilla that formed the hard palate. The cartilag¬ 
inous septum was not affected, while the bones had become entirely absorbed. 
There was no evidence, however, of involvement of the bone so far as the 
growth was concerned; hence no part of the superior maxilla was removed. 
The patient made an excellent recovery.” The examination of the tumor 
showed it to be formed mainly of papilliform adenomatous tissue, the 
balance consisting of small myxomatous polypi. 

Phlegmonous Laryngitis —At the meeting of the Chicago Laryngological 
and Climatological Association, April 21, 1902 (Journal of the American 
Medical Association, May 24, 1902), Dr. 0. T. Freer read the history of a 
“ Case of Phlegmonous Laryngitis Terminating in Abscess in Front of the 
Larynx,” in a man, aged fifty-four years, who had never been ill before. It 
suddenly began in the night in a glossitis, attendant with dyspnoea and 
tumefaction around the larynx, with gradually increasing stenosis, which 
necessitated tracheotomy on the tenth day, and it was forty days before the 
canula could be dispensed with. 

Supernumerary Uvula.—D r. Joseph Mullen, of Houston, Texas, depicts 
(Laryngoscope, May, 1902) a case of this anomaly in a male negro, twenty- 
five years of age, well developed and in apparent good health. 

Fatal Membranous Glossitis.—At the meeting of the Toronto Clinical 
Society, May 7, 1902 (Journal of the American Medical Association, May 24, 
1902), Dr. A. J. Harrington reported an unusual case of membranous 
glossitis, of which he stated he could find no trace in the literature. The 
specimen was presented. The condition occurred in an infant, aged eleven 
months—a fine, healthy, robust child. It had measles in March, 1902. On 
April 8th the whole cast of the tongue exfoliated, and the system of the 
child was thoroughly saturated with sepsis. The child died the following 
morning. 

A Durham Tube in the Eight Bronchus.—D r. E. D. Ferguson, of 
Troy, reports (American Medicine, February 1, 1902) a case in which the 
outer canula of a Durham tracheotomy tube had fallen into the right 
bronchus, owing to lack of the collar at the distal extremity in front of the 
shield. After an extensive incision of the trachea, nearly to the bifurcation, 
the missing canula could be felt by the finger in the right bronchus, and its 
upper edge was seen by reflected light from a head mirror, so that it was 
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promptly removed with forceps. The patient, a woman, aged forty-two 
years, made an excellent recovery. 

The Chemical Pathology of the Saliva and of the Pharyngeal Secre¬ 
tions as a Means of Diagnosis.—A paper on thiB subject was read by Db. 
D. Braden Kyle, of Philadelphia, before the Twenty-fourth Annual Con¬ 
gress of the American Laryngological Association (American Medicine, July 
12, 1902). Examination of the salivary reaction by the use of litmus paper 
in the mouth is practised more or less frequently in attending to buccal, 
oral, and pharyngeal diseases, but special chemical investigation of the 
constituents of the secretions is rarely practised. In the paper before us the 
writer refers to his own observations commencing in 1895-9G, and also to 
those of the dentists Michaels, of Paris, and Kirk, of Philadelphia; and he 
believes that a good many throat and nasal affections, reflex and otherwise, 
could probably be traced in origin to perverted salivary secretion. 
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The Occurrence of Bulls in Lichen Planus.— Whitfield (British Jour¬ 
nal of Dermatology , May, 1902) reports the case of a single woman, twenty- 
seven years old, in whom an extensive eruption of lichen planuB was accom¬ 
panied by vesicles and bulla; upon the legs and feet. A histological 
examination of the fluid found in the bulla; showed a small number of 
leucocytes, of which about 20 per cent, were eosinopbile and the remainder 
polynuclear. There were also a few staphylococci and streptococci present. 
As to the relation of arsenical treatment to the occurrence of this unusual 
complication, the author found that out of seventeen reported cases nine had 
not taken arsenic before the appearance of the bullte. In most cases the 
bulla; corresponded exactly with the papular lesions. No constant blood 
alteration, such as eosinophilia, etc., was present. 

A Case of Hyphomycetic Granuloma of the Skin— Schamuebq (Journal 
of Cutaneous and Genito-Urinary Diseases, September, 1902) reports the follow¬ 
ing interesting and unusual case: A woman, aged forty years, had upon the 
right forearm two large patches elevated a half centimetre or more above the 
surrounding skin, having a mommillated surface almost papillomatous in 
character; they were of a dull red color, firm to the touch, and quite tender. 



